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back yard 
bliss T he best room in the house may not have a roof.

Around Montecito, it might have an olive tree overhead, a pool catching the 
late-afternoon light and a table that somehow keeps everyone seated long after 
dinner is finished. There may be a fire going. Music coming from somewhere you 
can’t quite locate. Perhaps a cold plunge waits around the corner, or a pizza oven is 
about to turn dinner into something wonderfully imperfect in the best possible way. 

Bliss, as it turns out, can take many forms.
For one person, it’s a quiet morning swim; for another, herbs clipped from the garden for dinner. It 

might be grandchildren staying the weekend, friends lingering around a fire as daylight disappears, or 
simply finding a shady corner and doing nothing at all. The backyard has become the setting for all of 
it—a place to cook, swim, gather, garden, exercise, entertain or disappear for a while.

The line between indoors and out has softened accordingly, with rooms opening onto terraces and 
gardens becoming destinations of their own. But the most inviting backyards aren’t necessarily the 
ones with the longest list of amenities. Again and again, the designers, builders and craftspeople in 
these pages return to a simpler question: How do you want to live out here?

The answers reveal the thought, ingenuity and craftsmanship behind spaces that feel almost effort-
less once they’re finished.

Because perhaps that is Backyard Bliss: stepping outside, settling in and realizing there’s nowhere else 
you’d rather be. And this is your guide to discovering your own exterior nirvana. 
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PROJECTS
GENERAL CONSTRUCTION

Some backyard projects call for a hot tub. Others call for a hot tub 
that disappears at the push of a button.

With Christi Clayton and Projects General Construction, the 
latter is where things get interesting.

On one particularly memorable Santa Barbara project, the team in-
stalled a stainless-steel spa beneath a substantial wood-clad deck that 
slides open and closed by remote control—an ingenious bit of construc-
tion Clayton affectionately calls the “007 hot tub.” When closed, the 
deck remains completely walkable. When it’s time for a soak, a push of a 
button reveals the spa below.

It’s clever, certainly. But what Clayton loves most about the project is 
how little it announces itself.

The home was designed by a student of Frank Lloyd Wright, and every 
new element needed to respect an architecture already deeply connect-
ed to its surroundings. Rather than introduce pristine materials that would 
immediately read as new, Projects selected natural stone that echoed the 
existing masonry and materials that felt at home among the property’s ma-
ture oaks. The spa, barbecue, and fire pit weren’t meant to look freshly 
installed. They were meant to look as though they had always belonged.

“Everything doesn’t have to look brand new all the time,” Clayton says.
That sensitivity is part of a larger philosophy at Projects. Clayton, a Cal 

Poly graduate in Construction Management, took control of the com-
pany in 2016 after years of helping build it from a small-project division 
into a full-service general contractor. Today, Projects handles everything 
from complete interior remodels and additions to new construction—
and, when inspiration wanders outdoors, patios, hardscaping, gates, and 
other exterior projects as well.

“If you can dream it, we can build it” is an apt description of the approach. 
Projects can collaborate with a client’s architect or designer, bring trusted 
trade partners into the conversation, and manage the many moving pieces 
required to turn an unusual idea into something beautifully buildable.

And in Montecito, those ideas increasingly have little regard for the tra-
ditional boundary between house and garden. Pocketing and bi-folding 
glass doors can make that division all but disappear, allowing kitchens and 
living spaces to spill naturally onto patios and into gardens.

“We definitely live in what I would say is almost a perfect climate for 
entertaining, for living, for bringing family home,” Clayton says.

For her, the backyard is simply another room—one where the ceiling 
happens to be the sky. Bring out a few chairs and the wine glasses, gather 
around a fire or slip into the hot tub, and the forgotten edge of a prop-
erty becomes a sanctuary.

The trick is making it feel like it belonged there all along.�

PROJECTSGC.COM

SANTA BARBARA STONE

“S tone’s for life,” says Robin and Jaime Melgoza, and 
they would know. They have been around it for more 
than four decades. At Santa Barbara Stone, that en-

during material becomes the starting point for backyards built not 
simply for a season, but for years of dinners outdoors, afternoons 
around the pool, and everyday California living.

For Melgoza, stone has always been part of the landscape. 
He has worked with building supplies for 30 years and traces 
his interest in stone back at least 40. Originally started by the 
De Ros family, today, Santa Barbara Stone is still a family oper-
ation, with Jaime’s wife, daughter, and son involved in the busi-
ness—and that hands-on familiarity carries through to the way 
the company works with its customers.

Those customers run the gamut from homeowners tackling a 
backyard project to contractors, builders, and architects sourcing 
materials at scale. “One bag to 24 yards at a time,” as Melgoza 
puts it. With trucks, trailers, and flatbeds equipped with forklifts, 
the company can handle the delivery side, too.

Then comes the fun part: deciding what the backyard can become.
Flagstone can establish a patio or gathering space; pavers can 

define walkways and pool surrounds; decorative gravel can intro-
duce contrast and texture. Add artificial turf for a shot of green, 
or select coping to give the pool a finished edge. With natural 
and manufactured stone, pavers, gravels, sands, and aggregates 
available in a wide range of colors and styles, there are plenty of 
ways to create a landscape that feels considered without feeling 
overly composed.

Just as important is what goes underneath it all. Santa Barba-
ra Stone supplies the less glamorous—but essential—materials 
that make beautiful installations work: bases, concrete, premixed 
products, gravel stabilizers, thinsets, mats, and other setting ma-
terials. It means customers can think beyond choosing a pretty 
stone and consider how the entire project comes together.

That breadth extends to artisan fire bowls, basalt fountains, 
outdoor ovens, retaining and garden wall materials, cobbles, peb-
bles, and more—elements that can turn a simple yard into a place 
meant to be lived in.

Trends may come and go, but the Melgozas still see something 
elemental in stone. It has texture, permanence, and an ability to 
settle naturally into its surroundings. As they point out, people 
have been building with it for thousands of years, and much of 
that work is still standing.

For a backyard designed around the good life, that’s not a bad 
place to start.�

SANTABARBARASTONE.COM
photo provided by

Bony Gonzalez Construction
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Reimagine  your homeReimagine  your home

C A L I F O R N I A ’ S  L E G A C Y 
F U R N I T U R E  S T O R E 

C U S T O M  F U R N I T U R E 
O N E - O F - A - K I N D  P I E C E S

F A M I L Y  O W N E D  S I N C E  1 9 7 8

ARoyalSuite.com   805-268-7372        @aroyalsuitesb

1109 STATE STREET • SANTA BARBARA   Formerly State Street CVS
Convenient, Rear Parking Available in Lot 4   

E X C L U S I V E  
S A N T A  B A R B A R A  

R E T A I L E R  O F  
F U S I O N  D E S I G N S 

A Royal Suite Home Furnishings 
is the exclusive Santa Barbara 

retailer of Fusion Designs 
bespoke furniture. Bench made in 
Indiana, rooted in Amish culture 
and using age-old techniques, 

Fusion Designs transforms 
locally-harvested American 

hardwoods into furniture you’ll 
love for lifetime. Select from a 
wide variety of wood species, 
timeless finishes and custom-

specification designs. 

Unique furniture - built to last 
generations - is at the heart of  

A Royal Suite Home Furnishings’ 
expansive collection of designer 

pieces. Visit today to explore 
made-for-you and ready-to-take-
home furnishings for every room. 




